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1. Introduction 

From August 2019 to October 2019, the AESO conducted a PIP to assist in preparing its Windrise Wind 
Power Project Connection Needs Identification Document (NID). The AESO required the Market 
Participant, in this case Windrise Wind L.P. by its general partner Windrise Wind Energy Inc. (Windrise), a 
wholly owned subsidiary of TransAlta Corporation, to assist the AESO in providing notification as part of 
the AESO’s PIP.  The AESO also directed the legal owner of transmission facilities (TFO), in this case 
AltaLink Management Ltd., in its capacity as general partner of AltaLink, L.P., to assist the AESO in 
providing notification as part of the AESO’s PIP.  

The AESO’s Participant Involvement Program (PIP) is designed to notify the parties notified in Windrise’s 
PIP for the Proposed Windrise Development, the TFO’s PIP for the Proposed AltaLink Development, and 
any other parties that the AESO determines may have an interest in the needs identification document, 
including, but not limited to: 

i. occupants, landowners or residents; 

ii. local authorities, agencies and government which have responsibilities related to electric 
transmission line development;  

iii. First Nations and Métis; and 

iv. market participants  

(collectively, Stakeholders). 

The AESO’s PIP has been conducted in accordance with the requirements of Section 6.2.2, NID27 and 
Appendix A2 of the current Alberta Utilities Commission (Commission) Rule 007 (AUC Rule 007), 
effective August 1, 2019. 

2. Stakeholder Notification 

The AESO developed a one-page AESO Need Overview document with the purpose of notifying 
Stakeholders of the following items: 

 a description of the need for development; 

 a description of the AESO’s preferred option to respond to the system access service request; 

 identification of the general area where facilities could be installed to implement the AESO’s 
preferred option to respond to the system access service request;  

 the AESO’s contact information, including telephone, email and website, for further information; 
and 

 the AESO’s next steps, including the AESO’s intention to apply to the Commission for approval of 
the need. 

A copy of the Need Overview was posted to the AESO website at https://www.aeso.ca/stakeholder-
engagement/transmission-projects/windrise-wind-power-project-connection/ and a notice was published 
in the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter on September 3, 2019. Copies of the Need Overview posting and 
the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter notice have been included as Attachments 1 and 2, respectively. The 
Need Overview was also included with Windrise’s and the TFO’s project-specific information packages 
that were distributed to Stakeholders, as further described in Section 2.1. 
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2.1 Stakeholders Notified in Windrise’s PIP 

Windrise has advised the AESO that its PIP for the Proposed Windrise Development included notification 
within a Study Area.1 Windrise advised the AESO that its PIP notification was in accordance with the 
Commission’s recommendation for notification for the type of facility application identified by Windrise.2  

Windrise held information sessions in the town of Ardenville on September 16, 17, 18 and 19, 2019. The 
information sessions were attended by approximately 49 Stakeholders. Copies of the AESO Need 
Overview were available at the information sessions. 

Windrise notified a total of approximately 184 Stakeholders, of which 160 were classified as private or 
individual landowners. The other 24 notified Stakeholders and Windrise’s rationale for their inclusion in 
the PIP are listed in Table 1.   

Table 1: Summary of Notified First Nations, Agency and Industry Stakeholders Notified by 
Windrise 

Stakeholder Windrise’s Rationale for Inclusion in the PIP 

Alberta Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women Provincial requirements 

Alberta Environment and Parks – Regional Approvals Provincial requirements 

Alberta Transportation Provincial requirements 

Alcock Farm Airport Airport within study area 

ATCO Gas and Pipelines Ltd. Infrastructure in study area 

Town of Fort Macleod, 7 Town Councillors Municipality requirements 

Ducks Unlimited Special Interest Group in study area 

Equs Infrastructure in study area 

FortisAlberta Inc. Infrastructure in study area 

Industry Canada Federal requirements 

Kainai First Nation Relationship maintenance  

Long Term Asset Management Inc. Infrastructure in study area 

Municipal District of Willow Creek, 10 Councillors                         Municipality requirements 

Member of Parliament – John Barlow, Foothills Federal requirements 

Member of Legislative Assembly – Pat Stier, Livingstone- 
Macleod 

Provincial requirements 

NAV CANADA – AIS Data Collection Federal requirements 

Piikani First Nation Relationship maintenance 

Rogers Communications Inc. Infrastructure in study area 

Siksika First Nation Relationship maintenance 

Shaw Communications  Infrastructure in study area 

TC Energy  Infrastructure in study area 

                                                      
1  Windrise defined the notification Study Area as the area encompassed by: the quarter line 800 m north of Windy Flats 138S 
substation, Range Road 262; the quarter line 800 m south of the proposed location of the Windrise 1063S substation; and the 
boundary of the Piikani Reserve. 

2 Windrise has identified its facility application to be of the type: Overhead transmission line and new substation development – rural 
or industrial setting, as categorized in AUC Rule 007, Appendix A1, Section 5. 
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Stakeholder Windrise’s Rationale for Inclusion in the PIP 

Telus Communications Infrastructure in study area 

TransAlta Renewables Infrastructure in study area 

Transport Canada Federal requirements 

 

Attachment 3 includes Windrise’s project newsletter, which was included with the AESO Need Overview 
in Windrise’s project-specific information package that was distributed to the Stakeholders described 
above between August 26, 2019 and October 22, 2019. Windrise’s project newsletter and the AESO 
Need Overview were also posted on Windrise’s project-specific webpage at 
https://www.transalta.com/facilities/plants-operation/windrise-transmissionproject/ on August 27, 2019.  
Windrise’s project newsletter included the AESO’s contact information, a description of the AESO’s role, a 
reference to the AESO Need Overview, and an invitation to contact Windrise, the TFO or the AESO for 
additional information. 

2.2 Stakeholders Notified in the TFO’s PIP 

The TFO has advised the AESO that its PIP included notification within 800 metres of the existing 
substation site boundary as recommended by the Commission in Appendix A1 of AUC Rule 007.3 The 
TFO has advised the AESO that its PIP also included notification within 100 metres of the proposed fibre 
optic installation location for the proposed fibre optic facilities, as recommended by the Commission in 
Appendix A1 of AUC Rule 007.4  

The TFO notified a total of approximately 19 Stakeholders, of which 4 were classified as private or 
individual landowners. The other 15 notified Stakeholders and the TFO’s rationale for their inclusion in the 
PIP are listed in Table 2. 

Table 2: Summary of Notified Agency and Industry Stakeholders Notified by the TFO 

Stakeholder TFO’s Rationale for Inclusion in the PIP 

Alberta Environment and Parks – Regional Approvals Provincial requirements 

Alberta Environment and Parks – Resource Management 
Program 

Provincial requirements 

Alberta Transportation Provincial requirements 

ATCO Gas and Pipelines Ltd. Pipeline Company in the project notification area 

Equs  
Distribution Facility Owner in the project notification 
area 

FortisAlberta Inc. 
Distribution Facility Owner in the project notification 
area  

McNally Contractors (2011) Ltd. Contractor in the project notification area 

Ministry of Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of 
Women 

Provincial requirements 

Municipal District of Willow Creek No. 26 Municipal requirements 

NAV CANADA  Air Navigation System requirements 

Rogers Communications Inc. Communication Facility Owner in notification area 

Shaw Communications Communication Facility Owner in notification area 

                                                      
3 AltaLink has identified its facility application to be of the type: For substation developments within existing facilities, where there is 
a change in the substation fenceline or which create visual or noise impact – rural and industrial, as categorized in AUC Rule 007, 
Appendix A1, Section 5. 

4 Ibid. 
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Stakeholder TFO’s Rationale for Inclusion in the PIP 

Telus Communications Company Communication Facility Owner in notification area 

TransAlta Corporation Wind Farm Owner in the project notification area 

Transport Canada Federal requirements 

 

Attachment 4 includes the TFO’s project newsletter, which was included with the AESO Need Overview in 
the TFO project-specific information package that was distributed to the Stakeholders described above 
between August 30, 2019 and October 9, 2019. The TFO’s project newsletter and the AESO Need 
Overview were also posted on the TFO’s project-specific webpage at 
http://www.altalink.ca/projects/view/327/transalta-windy-flats-138s-substation-upgrade on August 30, 
2019. The TFO’s project newsletter included the AESO’s contact information, a description of the AESO’s 
role, a reference to the AESO Need Overview, and an invitation to contact the TFO, Windrise or the 
AESO for additional information. 

3. Filing Notification 

Most recently, the AESO notified Stakeholders of its intention to submit the NID to the Commission by 
posting a Notification of NID Filing to the AESO website at https://www.aeso.ca/stakeholder-
engagement/transmission-projects/windrise-wind-power-project-connection/ and a publishing notice in the 
AESO Stakeholder Newsletter on November 12, 2019. Copies of the Notification of NID Filing posting and 
the AESO Stakeholder Newsletter notice have been included as Attachments 5 and 6, respectively. 
 

4. Responding to Questions and Concerns 

To ensure that Stakeholders had the opportunity to provide feedback, the AESO provided Stakeholders 
with AESO contact information, including a dedicated, toll-free telephone line (1-888-866-2959) and a 
dedicated email address (stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca). The AESO Need Overview included this 
contact information, along with the AESO’s mailing address (2500, 330 5th Ave. SW, Calgary) and website 
address (www.aeso.ca), and a privacy statement that described how the AESO is committed to protecting 
Stakeholders’ privacy.  

As directed by the AESO, Windrise and the TFO were prepared to direct any Stakeholder questions 
addressed to the AESO, or questions regarding the AESO Need Overview, to the AESO.  

 

5. Concerns and Objections Raised 

During Windrise’s PIP activities, two Stakeholders raised questions or concerns to a representative of 
Windrise regarding the need for the Project.  Windrise obtained consent to share their personal 
information with the AESO for the purpose of referring their questions or concerns to the AESO.  The 
AESO contacted both Stakeholders directly.  The AESO responded to the Stakeholders with information 
about the regulatory process, the AESO’s and Windrise’s roles and responsibilities, a description of the 
need for the Project, a description of the proposed transmission development and a description of other 
connection alternatives considered to respond to the request for system access service.   
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One Stakeholder raised a question to the AESO directly regarding which organization is responsible for 
the project costs.  The AESO responded to the Stakeholder, indicating that Windrise would be 
responsible for the costs of the transmission facilities required to connect the Windrise Wind Power 
Project.   

Apart from the inquiries identified above, Windrise has advised that Stakeholders have not identified any 
further concerns or objections regarding the AESO’s preferred option to respond to the system access 
service request or the need for development. The TFO has also advised that Stakeholders have not 
identified any concerns or objections regarding the AESO’s preferred option to respond to the system 
access service request or the need for development. Further, apart from the inquiries described above, 
the AESO has not received any indication of concerns or objections from any party about the AESO’s 
preferred option to respond to the system access service request or the need for development. 

6. List of Attachments 

 Attachment 1 – AESO Need Overview (August 2019) 

 Attachment 2 – AESO Stakeholder Newsletter Need Overview Notice (September 3, 2019) 

 Attachment 3 – Windrise’s Project Newsletter – Windrise Transmission Project (August 2019) 

 Attachment 4 – TFO Project Newsletter – TransAlta Windy Flats 138S Substation Upgrade (August 
2019) 

 Attachment 5 – AESO Public Notification of NID Filing Website Posting (November 2019) 

 Attachment 6 – AESO Stakeholder Newsletter NID Filing Notice (November 12, 2019) 



 
 

 

   
 

Attachment 1 – AESO Need Overview (August 2019) 

  





 

   
 

Attachment 2 – AESO Stakeholder Newsletter Need Overview Notice (September 3, 2019) 

  





 

   
 

Attachment 3 – Windrise’s Project Newsletter – Windrise Transmission Project (August 
2019) 

  

















































 

   
 

Attachment 4 – TFO Project Newsletter – TransAlta Windy Flats 138S Substation Upgrade 
(August 2019) 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are receiving this newsletter because you are near the 
TransAlta Windy Flats 138S Substation Upgrade project 
and we want your input. 

DEFINITION: 
 

DEFINITIONS: 

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up Alberta’s 
electric highway, linking the places 
where power is generated to where 
power is used. Transmission lines 
transport large amounts of power over 
long distances across the province. The 
transmission system connects diverse 
sources of power generation including 
wind, high-efficiency coal, natural gas 
and more. 

Substation  
Substations are the connection points 
between power lines of varying voltages 
and contain equipment that controls 
and protects the flow of power. 
Substations include transformers that 
step up and step down the voltage so 
power can be transmitted through 
transmission lines or distributed to your 
community through distribution lines. 

 

Windrise Wind LP, a wholly owned subsidiary of TransAlta Corporation 

(TransAlta) has requested a connection to the transmission system for their 

proposed Windrise Wind Power Project. To facilitate this connection, 

TransAlta is proposing to construct a new transmission line which will 

connect to AltaLink’s existing Windy Flats 138S Substation.  

Although AltaLink’s project is separate from TransAlta’s project, it is required 

to facilitate the connection of their proposed transmission line and wind 

power facility. TransAlta will consult separately on their proposed line and 

facility. For more information about TransAlta’s project, see their contact 

information on the back of this newsletter. 

In order to connect TransAlta’s project to the transmission system, AltaLink 

is proposing equipment upgrades at the Windy Flats 138S Substation. We 

are providing you with:  

 project details  

 a map of the proposed project site  

 information about how you can provide your input  

 the project schedule 

 

 

Electric system improvements near 
you  

 

AltaLink’s transmission system efficiently 

delivers electricity to 85 per cent of 

Albertans. Dedicated to meeting the 

growing need for electricity, AltaLink 

connects Albertans to renewable, reliable 

and low-cost power. With a commitment 

to community and environment, AltaLink 

is ensuring the transmission system will 

support Albertans’ quality of life for years 

to come. Learn more at www.altalink.ca. 

. 

 

1-877-269-5903 

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 

www.altalink.ca/projects 

 

CONTACT US 

August 2019 

TransAlta Windy Flats 138S Substation Upgrade  

 

http://www.altalink.ca/


 
 

Project details 
The proposed project involves adding equipment to the 

existing Windy Flats 138S Substation, located approximately 

7.5 kilometres southwest of the Town of Fort MacLeod, east of 

Range Road 265 (SW-17-8-26-W4). 

 

If approved, the substation upgrade includes adding the 

following new equipment to the substation: 

 one new 240/138 kilovolt (kV) transformer  

 one new 138 kV circuit breaker and associated 
equipment 

 

Communications equipment upgrades are also required as part of this 

project to ensure the safe and reliable operation of the transmission 

system. Fiber optic cable will be required from the last structure 

outside of the Windy Flats 138S Substation to the Windy Flats 138S 

Substation, and may be located on the transmission line or 

underground. 

No fence expansion will be required, and construction 

workspace will be located on AltaLink owned land. For a 

detailed overview, please refer to the detailed photo map 

(DP1) included in this package. 

 

Definitions:  
Transformers step up and step down the voltage in a 

substation so power can be distributed safely to your 

community through distribution lines. Transformers also step 

up the voltage so power can be transmitted through 

transmission lines. 

 

Circuit breakers are electrical switches inside a substation that 

protect substation equipment. Circuit breakers help ensure the 

safety and reliability of the electric equipment.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Above: typical 240/138 kV transformer 

Below: typical 138 kV circuit breaker 

 

Above: Windy Flats 138S Substation 

 











 

   
 

Attachment 5 – AESO Public Notification of NID Filing Website Posting (November 2019) 

  





 

   
 

Attachment 6 – AESO Stakeholder Newsletter NID Filing Notice (November 12, 2019) 
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